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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 3752 

E.O. 11652: GDS 12/31/79 
TAGS: MARR, NATO, IT 

SUBJECT: REDUCTION OF US NAVAL FORCES IN MEDITERRANEAN 
REF: USNATO 3742 

1. AS A FOLLOW UP TO ITALIAN CHARGE'S DELIVERY OF AIDE 
MEMOIRE ON THIS SUBJECT (REFTEL), US MISOFF MET TODAY WITH 
ITALIAN DELEGATION. ITALIAN OFFICER HANDLING THIS 
SUBJECT, COL ENRICO REGHINI, EXPLAINED THAT SOURCE OF AIDE 
MEMOIRE WAS A LETTER WHICH HIS DELEGATION HAD RECEIVED FROM 
THE ITALIAN GENERAL MILITARY STAFF INSTRUCTING THE DELEGA- 
TION TO CIRCULATE THE AIDE MEMOIRE TO NATO POLITICAL AND 
MILITARY AUTHORITIES. ITALIAN CHARGE HAD DECIDED TO DISCUSS 
MATTER WITH US PERMREP BEFORE PROCEEDING FURTHER. COL REGHINI 
REPORTED THAT ITALIAN CHARGE COMPLETELY AGREED WITH RUMSFELD 
THAT ITALIAN CONCERNS ON THIS SUBJECT SHOULD BE DISCUSSED 
BILATERALLY AND SHOULD NOT REPEAT NOT SURFACE IN NATO FORA. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 NATO 03752 091559Z 

2. MISOFF POINTED OUT THAT SUBJECT HAD ALREADY BEEN DIS 
CUSSED IN MILITARY COMMITTEE JULY 6 AND IN DPC ON JULY 25 ON 
THE BASIS OF PO/73/107 AND THAT DPC HAD AGREED TO NOTE THE 
PROPOSED CHANGES IN THE US NAVAL COMMITMENT TO NATO (USNATO 
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3513). COL REGHINI SAID HE DID NOT THINK THAT ITALIAN 

CHARGE WAS AWARE OF THESE ACTIONS AND SAID HE WOULD INFORM 

CHARGE SOONEST. 

3. SUBSEQUENTLY COL REGHINI CALLED TO INFORM MISOFF THAT HE 
HAD DISCUSSED SUBJECT FURTHER WITH ITALIAN CHARGE. ACCORDING 
TO COL REGHINI, CHARGE HAD REPORTED TO ROME THAT ' THE US 
INTENDED TO SEND SOMEONE TO ROME TO DISCUSS THE SUBJECT WITH 
THE ITALIAN GENERAL MILITARY STAFF." ITALIAN CHARGE RECOM- 
MENDED TO ROME THAT NO ACTION BE TAKEN IN NATO UNTIL AFTER 
CONCLUSION OF DISCUSSION IN ROME. 

4. SUGGEST WASGINGTON INITIATE EARLY BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS 
WITH ITALIAN AUTHORITIES. 

RUMSFELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 



« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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